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Local Costs of the Iraq War—NORTH CAROLINA
Tuesday, 21 February 2006 

The following table breaks down the cost of the Iraq War for various towns, cities and counties across the U.S. The breakdown is based on a total cost of $315.8 billion. 

The estimate is based on an analysis of the legislation appropriating money for the Iraq War, and also includes the most recent administration request for more funding submitted to Congress on February 16, 2006. When Congress passes the supplemental request, NPP will analyze the appropriations made by Congress, and will revise the number accordingly. 

Also helpful to our analysis is a report published by the Congressional Research Service (CRS) in October 2005 which concluded that $251 billion had been obligated or appropriated for the Iraq War. The research was based not just on Congressional appropriations, but on the Department of Defense's (DOD) DFAS monthly obligations reports. The researcher also concluded that as war-related expenses were higher than anticipated, the DOD transferred money from peacetime funds (which they were permitted to do under certain circumstances as outlined in appropriations legislation). The DOD also transferred funds appropriated for Afghanistan or general war to the Iraq War. The $251 billion number in the report included $45 billion appropriated by Congress in the fiscal year 2006 budget. However, the final number was $50 billion. 

The state-level costs in the table are computed based on how much each state contributes in tax revenues, according to IRS data. The local-level costs are based on the state costs, and on relative population and income levels in each location. These numbers were updated for the latest IRS data in May 2005. 



 See the figures on the other side…
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	North Carolina
	Entire State
	8.5 billion

	
	Ashville 
	61.1 million

	
	Banner Elk
	0.7 million

	
	Boone 
	7.5 million

	
	Chapel Hill
	51.6 million

	
	Charlotte City 
	687.3 million

	
	Hillsborough
	5.9 million

	
	Mecklenburg County
	951.6 million

	
	Moore County
	83.4 million

	
	Person County
	35.8 million

	
	Raleigh
	348.2 million

	
	Union County
	169.4 million


(Methodology is on the other side)
According to http://www.census.gov , the population of North Carolina is 8,541,221.  Doing the division, this puts the cost of the war for every man, woman, and child in North Carolina at:

$ 9,951.00

Where could the money have been better spent?

NPP will calculate the value for your town or county if you send us a request including your name, address, contact information, and any group with which you are affiliated (if any) and how you intend to use the information.
Source: http://www.nationalpriorities.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=61
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