	Building Blocks of Language

 

Note:  If you understand these concepts, then two things may happen: 1) you will be better-equipped to construct sentences that are easy to understand; and 2) you will find that the so-called “rules” of punctuation make much more sense and are easier to follow. 

 

Core Principles of Language building blocks
1. Language has four main building blocks, and it seems that they only make sense when organized in certain predictable ways. 

2. Some of the building blocks can (and often do) contain others. 

3. Punctuations systems in writing are a way of organizing and clarifying the relationships between some of the blocks, depending upon how they are organized. 

 

I. Word—The smallest unit of self-contained meaning in a language

 

Examples:  

boy 

frog

summer

 

II. Phrase—A word or group of words in a recognizable pattern and order permitted by the language and understood by native speakers.  It does not have both a subject and a predicate.  It has meaning.  

 

Examples:  

around the town
  my old man       was arrested by the cop

 

III. Clause—A word or group of words in a recognizable pattern and order permitted by the language and understood by native speakers.  It has both a subject and a predicate.  It has meaning, but may require more information for its complete meaning. 

 

Examples:  


1)  you are my friend  





2)  when you are my friend




3)  because I ate a cantaloupe

 

IV. Sentence—A group of words in a recognizable pattern and order permitted by the language and understood by native speakers containing at least one clause that has meaning on its own (independent clause).  It may also have an additional clause (or clauses) that only get their meaning in relationship to the whole word group (dependent clause).  

 

 

Examples:  


1)  you are my friend  





2)  when you are my friend, I will give you some money




3)  I am sick because I ate a cantaloupe 

 

 

[If you’ve been paying attention, you will note that a clause can be a sentence, but a sentence doesn’t necessarily have to be just a clause: it may be several clauses or more!]
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