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Wednesday, August 09, 2006

The Honorable Mike McIntyre

2437 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman McIntyre,

Suffering

Yesterday’s headlines: Lebanon pleads for ceasefire as Israeli blitz kills 69 and Three IDF soldiers killed in south Lebanon fighting--Hezbollah fires at least 150 rockets at north Israel .  Can it be denied that suffering is experienced daily on both sides of this conflict?  The innocent are suffering at the hands of the geopolitical game-players and those who champion the resolution of differences by means of force and violence. 
It’s Causes
Rep. Dennis Kucinich said on the floor of the House on July 20, 2006:     “Remembering the lessons of World War I, if everyone has taken a side in a conflict and can't see the need for even-handedness, then cataclysm can follow. It is important to be a strong ally. It is fine to be a strong ally, but it is not fine to get pulled into a conflict because we lacked the vision to be more than one-sided.    This latest conflict in the Middle East will not be solved militarily. The solution will have to come back to diplomacy. The current violence makes a diplomatic solution even harder to achieve. Yet the resolution before the floor doesn't commit the United States to any diplomatic action that could quell the violence and resolve the conflict. This is a grave missed opportunity.”.  

His words were disregarded; the deaths in the headlines above are an indirect result of the one-sidedness taken by the United States.  This one-sidedness was supported by your vote on July 21, 2006: H.RES.921—Condemning the recent attacks against the State of Israel.  As a result of this vote and other actions of the United States, Israel seems to lack compulsion to work at diplomacy.  The bloody deaths of Israeli and Lebanese innocents are on the hands of the elected and appointed officials of the United States.   
A Way Out
It is possible to stop the immediate suffering represented by the horrible headlines above.  The United States has the strength to be an honest power broker in this situation, and its call for an immediate, unconditional cease-fire is the best source at present for ending this suffering. The use of force and violence is not working for either Israel or Hezbollah.  In the words of NVC, “When we use force, blame and self-righteousness, even if we manage to create the outcome we want in the short run, we distance ourselves from those whose actions we want to change. Success in the short run does not lead to the transformation we so wish for, neither in ourselves nor in those we are trying to change.” The way out of this madness leads via the path of diplomacy—constructive and meaningful dialogue grounded in an acknowledgement of the basic human needs of all parties—not via the force of the US supplied, Israel-bound GBU 28 “bunker-buster” bombs being expedited through Brunswick County or the US supplied, Israeli F-115 aircraft whose engines are made by our Wilmington neighbors. 
The Path
Rep. Dennis Kucinich also said on the floor of the House on July 20, 2006:  “What they need and all parties need, what the region needs and what the world needs, is for the U.S. to call upon all sides to quickly stop the violence. But today's resolution fails to support the Lebanese people in their hour of need.   Today, I introduced a bill, H. Con. Res. 450, calling upon the President to appeal to all sides in the current crisis in the Middle East for an immediate cessation of violence and to commit U.S. diplomats to multiparty negotiations. Only by acting as an honest broker can the United States have any authority and success in bringing peace to the region, which is crucial at this critical time.  I urge my colleagues to cosponsor my bill, H. Con. Res. 450, to bring about peace in the Middle East before the crisis spirals further out of control, further damaging the hopes of all people in the region and the world.”

 
Congressman McIntyre, you have it in your power to help end this present suffering.  Will you sign on to H. Con. Res. 450—as thirty three other Members have done—and take the bold step necessary to bring an end to this madness? 

We await your reply. 
Sincerely,

Steve Lee
Organizer for Wilmington Peace Meetup
on behalf of the 129 members
